Bob Richard, R.I.P.  06/2024, Westminister Village, Scottsdale, AZ
  
  I learned from Bob Richard's wife, Jackie, that Bob passed away quickly in June of 2024.
  
  At the AU meetings, we all enjoyed Bob's comments and his audio/video presentation entitled: 'Rhapsody from Space'.  It can be viewed at:
  https://youtu.be/QN6xUZ34dX4?si=Ubqr9HElAiGqljPK
  
  A few years ago, Bob moved to Westminster Village (WV) in Scottsdale, as he was getting up in years.  Bob took many wonderful astrophotos from his home near Las Positas, and continued after moving to WV.
  
  At his home near Las Positas, Bob had his telescope permanently set up on a secluded deck and covered by a waterproof Naugahyde tent.  Such an arrangement was not available at WV.
  
  A lifelong stargazer, Richard turned his love of the stars into something from which all the residents of Westminster Village could learn, use, and enjoy.
  
  He proposed to WV management, and they accepted, that an observatory be built to house his 11" Celestron EdgeHD scope and IOptron mount allowing him to share his love of astronomy with the residents of WV.  He, and other WV residents, did raise the money and got a small observatory built.  Bob conducted monthly observation sessions, and used an astronomy camera on his scope to transmit live images remotely to large flat screen TVs in the "observation lounge", AKA the community room at WV.
  
  A local TV station in Scottsdale did a vignette on this endeavor.
  
  See:  https://www.12news.com/article/news/local/valley/scottsdale-astronomer-teaches-others-about-the-stars/75-7523d182-5316-46ab-b848-c4df1ed018d8
  
  Also see: https://wvresortliving.org/blog/an-observatory-for-seniors/
  
  The WV Observatory Committee wanted to place a plaque on the observatory honoring Bob.  Bob had initially demurred but Jackie felt sure that he would actually enjoy that, so she gave her approval. It will include his name and Bob's favorite Carl Sagan quote: “The cosmos is within us. We are made of star-stuff. We are a way for the universe to know itself.”
  
  Westminster Village has now hired a woman, part time, to run the observatory and viewing room once a month, thus continuing Bob's legacy.
  
  We will miss Bob, a good friend, a generous and kind man with great knowledge, and a gentle nature.
  
  Bruce Murdock, July, 2025
