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April Meeting
Our speaker for this month’s meeting will be Eric

Torbet, who is doing post-doctoral research in the
UCSB physics department. He will speak about the
history of the universe and how his research in

Antarctica, using an offset Gregorian telescope to
measure the cosmic background radiation, was
supplying data supporting the theory of a flat

universe.  He also has slides and anecdotes about life
in the Antarctic, having visited twice (1.5 month and
3.5 month visits).

Astronomy Day
Saturday, April 20, is Astronomy Day. We’re going

to try to hold the event this year at the Camino Real
Marketplace (Big Box) in Goleta. We’ll set up
telescopes and displays all day long to try to hook

unsuspecting passers-by on the joys of amateur
astronomy. No word from Steve at press time
whether we were successful in getting permission to

set up there. If we can’t get that venue, we’ll set up
at Chase Palm Park again.

This is a big undertaking, so we’ll need some

volunteers to help even out the workload. We need
people to help with setup and teardown of tables and
exhibits, people to make up and man exhibits, and

telescopes for solar and evening observations. If
you’re willing to pitch in for an hour (or all day),
please contact Chuck at 964-8201 or email
MACPUZL@west.net

Thanks, Volunteers!
Since the last newsletter, AU volunteers Gretchen &
Greg Brinser, Tim Crawford, Joe Doyle, Art Harris,
June Kelley, Pat McPartlin, Edgar Ocampo, and

Helen Osenga showed the night sky to 282
customers.

The outreach schedules are subject to change, so to
get the latest information, visit the web page and

check the “Events” link, or contact Edgar or Chuck.
Try to let one of us know ahead of time if you are
planning to show up at an outreach event. It’s always

a lot of fun sharing the stars and planets.

We would really love to see some new faces at the
outreach events. If you’re interested in astronomy,
that’s all the training you need to be of help. You
can answer questions and talk to people waiting to
view through telescopes. We can even arrange to get

a telescope for you for the evening, and show you
how to use it, if that’s what you want to try.

AU Events for April
Friday, April 5, 7:30 PM – Monthly meeting in
Farrand Hall at SBMNH.

Saturday, April 13, 6 PM – Planning meeting in the
Education Classroom outside Steve’s office at
SBMNH.

Saturday, April 13, 8:30 PM – Monthly Public Star
Party at SBMNH.

Saturday, April 13, all night – Dark Sky. Contact
Paul Winn or Joe Doyle for information on when and

where.

Friday, April 19, 7:30 PM – Monthly public
observation at Westmont College.


