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The July Comet Crash

We had a great turnout of 17 scopes and about 35
people up at the Gun Club on the night of July 3 to
watch the Deep Impact probe crash into Comet
Tempel 1. If observing conditions hadn't been so
good, we wouldn't have seen anything. As it was,
the comet was barely perceptible through some of
the bigger scopes before the impact time of 10:52
PM. By about 30 minutes after impact, even though
the comet was lower in the sky, it was definitely
easier to detect, and started showing a pinpoint
nucleus, which had not been apparent previously.
While it didn't live up to the "fireworks" hype, we
were at least able to see a change. Subsequent
reports from NASA put the amount of brightening
at about two magnitudes, and there are some
fantastic images of the approach and impact at
deepimpact.jpl.nasa.gov.
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Jeremy Schmit readies his homemade 10”scop for the impact.

AU Outreach for July

Since the last newsletter, AU outreach volunteers
Bridget & Andy Allen, Warren Bitters, Frank
Cassidy, Bill Clausen, Tim Crawford, Ruben
Gutierrez, Laurence Harms, Art Harris, Juergen
Hilmer, June Kelley, Gail Massey, Pat & Chuck

McPartlin, Edgar Ocampo, Helen Osenga, Craig
Prater, Fred Strobach, Jim Williams, Paul Winn,
and Tim Wittenburg showed cool stuff in the night

sky to 626 happy customers.
AU Events for August

Friday, August 5, setup 8§ PM
Slide show and telescopes for campers at Cachuma
Lake.

Saturday, August 6. all night
Dark sky observing at Figueroa Mountain. Contact
Joe Doyle for details.

Tuesday, August 9, setup 8§ PM
Scopes for Family Camp at Paradise Campground.

Friday, August 12, setup 8§ PM
Telescopes for campers at Refugio Beach State
Park. Maybe we'll see some Perseid meteors!

Saturday, August 13, 6 PM
AU planning meeting in the classroom adjacent to
Krissie's office at SBMNH. All members welcome.

Saturday, August 13, 8 PM
Monthly public star party at SBMNH.

Tuesday, August 16, setup 8 PM
Scopes for Family Camp at Paradise Campground.

Friday, August 19, 8 PM

Public telescope night at Westmont. The
observatory is under construction for the installation
of the new telescope, so we'll need volunteers with
scopes!

Saturday, August 20, setup 7:30 PM
Slide show and telescopes for campers at Cachuma
Lake.

Saturday, August 27, setup 7:30 PM

Slide show and telescopes for campers at Lopez
Lake. If you can come, contact Chuck to arrange
for a campsite.







