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February’s Meeting
Our speaker for this month’s meeting will be AU

member Dale Lowdermilk, our resident meteorite
aficionado. Here, in his own words, is what he plans
to cover: What are meteorites and where are they

from? How can you identify a meteorite from a
“meteor-wrong?” Where are the largest intact
meteorites in the world? What is the importance of

science, math, geology, astronomy, and chemistry?
Why  today’s 1st through 7 th graders might be able to
save our planet.

Is Earth in danger of large meteorite or asteroid
impact? What happened to the dinosaurs? Where do

all the elements come from? What happened in
Tunguska, Siberia on June 30, 1908 that was
important? Are comets as dangerous as meteorites?

Some strange things found in meteorites - sugar, salt
water,  and maybe “bugs from Mars.” What object
came within 280,000 miles of hitting Earth on May
28, 1996? What are tektites, and why are they so

controversial? What is the most expensive
meteorite?

I'll be bringing “hands-on” samples of real
meteorites, including a piece of Allende, which
contains chondritic materials which are suspected to

be part of the pre-solar nebula; stuff which may be
older than the Sun!

At the end of my presentation, Steve Schmidt will
ask the audience three questions (even I don't know
what the questions will be).  The first person to

answer correctly will get a piece of Nantan, an iron
meteorite which fell in China in the year 1516.  The
second question must be answered by someone who

is at most 16 years old, and the third question must
be answered by someone who is at most 10 years

old.  Each of the three correct answers will receive a
Nantan.

My goal is to educate and inspire tomorrow’s
astronomers, scientists, and mathematicians, because
our future will be in their hands and minds.

Planning Meeting
Do you have input for future AU activities? If so,
come to the planning meeting at 6 PM on Saturday,

February 9 in the classroom adjacent to Steve’s
office at SBMNH.  Everyone is welcome.

January’s Meeting
It was standing room only (126 people!) for Dr. Alex
Filippenko’s presentation, an informative and

entertaining lecture on the results of the high Z
supernova studies. It looks like the geometry of the
Universe is flat, and there is a “dark energy”

expansion of space which will dominate the force of
gravity and cause space to expand at an accelerating
rate as time goes on. If you missed it, don’t despair –

Alex said he’d be glad to come back again next year!
See the photos on the inside pages, courtesy of Frank
Cassidy. More images can be found on the AU web

page. A set of video tapes of Professor Filippenko's
40-lecture series on Astronomy is on sale for
$119.95 (down from $500) at The Teaching

Company (www.teach12.com or 1-800-832-2412).

Thanks, Volunteers!
Late December through mid January were quiet for
outreach, but AU volunteers Gretchen & Greg
Brinser, Art Harris, June Kelley, Pat McPartlin,


