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OUTREACH SUMMARY
Since the last newsletter, AU volunteers Andy
Allen, Krissie Cook, Art Harris, Marv Johnson,
Edgar Ocampo, Barb O'Grady, and Pat & Chuck
McPartlin showed cool astronomical sights to 269
customers, despite the fact that our main event at
the Museum was clouded out.

JANUARY EVENTS
It looks like January will be a quiet month for
outreach.  Come on out and peek at the wonderful
sights of winter.  To get the latest information on
schedules, or directions, please contact Chuck at
964-8201 or macpuzl@west.net.

Wednesday, January 3, about noon PST
The Earth is at perihelion, its closest approach to the
Sun.  Does it look any bigger to you?

Friday, January 5, 7 PM
First AU meeting of 2007.  Catch a quick
planetarium show by Krissie Cook, watch a video
of Huell Howser’s visit to the newly reopened
Griffith Observatory with Dr. Ed Krup, and then
munch on our world-famous refreshments.

Saturday, January 13, 5 PM
AU planning meeting in the classroom next to
Krissie's office.  Anyone is welcome to attend and
help plan your club's activities.

Saturday, January 13, 7 PM
Monthly Public Star Party, next to Palmer
Observatory at SBMNH.  Saturn might just make it
over the rooftop by the end of the party, so come
celebrate its return to our evening skies!  It is
Saturn's day, after all.

Friday, January 19, 7 PM
Monthly Public Telescope Night at Westmont
College, just outside Carroll Observatory, or inside,
if the new scope has been installed.

OUTREACH SUMMARY FOR 2006
This was a big year for outreach!  Here are the stats
for the year: For 2006, we had 114 outreach events,
with 50 volunteers participating to bring astronomy
to 8,316 customers.  This compares to 99 events, 52
volunteers, and 7,473 customers in 2005; 87 events,
37 volunteers, and 5,645 customers in 2004; and our
big Mars year in 2003, with 94 events, 44
volunteers, and 10,770 customers, with 3,500 at the
Mars event alone.  Seventeen membership
extensions were awarded to volunteers who helped
out a 6 or more events this year.  That compares to
thirteen in 2005, and fifteen in 2003 and 2004.
Also, since the summer of this year, the
Astronomical Unit has consistently been in the top
three clubs in the nation in the Night Sky Network
for the number of events in a running six-month
period in which we have used Night Sky Network
materials.  A big THANK YOU to all of our
dedicated outreach volunteers for your efforts!

 Mercury imaged by AU member Andy Allen at Mt. Laguna
(near San Diego) on November 22, 2006.


